Food Group Mtg 040311

Present;- Tisch Adams, Nick Jones, Peter Ward, Oliver Coles, Chris Cant, Geoff Price, Peter Clarke, Mike Doak, Peter Dicken.

Apologies;- Lynn Barnes, Barbara James. Niall Wildewood
1. txt. LB had tried to make contact with the lady from Sainsbury but has so far been unsuccessful as she is on holiday until march 9th. However, Crosby Food Alliance would be willing to co-ordinate a Farmer’s Market in conjunction with Sainsbury.

2. TA willing to speak with Tom Barr about his Carleton walled garden and help interested people gain access to it with a view to creating a co-operative veg plot. It was thought that Hunter Hall School could be interested, given the proximity of the school to the plot, or possibly residents of the nearby housing estate.

3. MD reported that the veg plot at the University of Cumbria Fusehill Street site was about to begin its 2nd year of operation, with the latest year intake joining in.

4. It was thought that there might be land available for growing projects – possibly from the co-operative society.  Later CC reported that John Mills from Penrith Co-op thought that a field that the Co-op owned near Lazonby was about to become vacant. This could be an interesting and fruitful line of enquiry if links could be made with allotment hungry residents of Lazonby.
5. NJ reported that The Plunkett Foundation has a remit to aid the development of Village shops. 
6. PC would talk to Sarah Clarke re Grassroots grant application for the juice extraction project as she is interested in arranging for a press to be available for the villages in middle Eden so that they might enjoy their apple crop.
7. A short discussion was held re Castle Park, Penrith and the general difficulty of getting disparate groups with apparently similar interests to actually move forward towards agreement, in this instance, of a rescue plan. Vitality of Penrith, Community groups and Castle Park are involved.

8. M D, discussing the abandoned orchard at Redhills with NW discovered that Ncog – the North Cumbria Orchard Group was moving forward on this.

9. Little enthusiasm was shown for holding a Street Party to celebrate the forthcoming Royal Wedding, however, a similar event mooted for the Penrith Show excited the meeting. PD said that the mobile oven would be commissioned by then and could attend and fresh pizza’s could be offered to visitors. However, in further discussion a less incendiary plan involving demonstration of paper log making might be more appropriate and would be less likely to enrage other food providers. 

10. The above raised the idea that an apple press demonstration & possibly juice from a steamed fruit demo might be appropriate at the Acorn Bank Apple Day with maybe a joint “Pizza Bake Off” using the mobile oven with Eden Community Outdoors using their externally fired pizza oven. PD to explore the possibilities with Sara Braithwaite of Acorn Bank and Dave Corrie of ECO.
11. PD reported that the Mobile Woodfired Bread Oven was moving forward and should be available for a test run within the next fortnight. Also that the Newton Rigg Oven is now ready for use and it is hoped that a commissioning pizza bake will be held 16th March.

12. NJ  reported on Wednesday’s conference with Tessy from Travelling Pantry. Social Networking through Facebook, Twitter etc seemed to offer an excellent way of keeping in touch with other people and groups with similar aims and exchanging ideas and information. Many groups throughout the world are trying to raise community spirit and their experience could prove useful to us. The online book “Hand Made” is available for reference.  

13. A general discussion about WOOFERS and WOOFING was held, opinions being favourable regarding volunteer help, especially when it was directed towards a particular, project, aim and specific outcome.

14. Outcomes, aims and measurement of same was keenly debated, particularly the value of having a specific goal in mind when planning a course of action. 

15. TA to speak to Hillary from N-Cog about possible future co-operation.
16. G P, who joined us from University of Cumbria, interviewed TA during the evening about Permaculture. Further contacts were made with others present which will hopefully lead to more co-operation. 

17. PACT AGM will be with us May 17th and nominations are invited for the chair of the food group.

18. Next meeting Friday April 1st at Tisch Adam’s, Langwathby, 7.30pm
