PACT meeting – Wednesday 27th November

7.30pm at Peter Simpson’s, 4 Carleton Terrace, Penrith, CA11 8LR
Present: 

Directors:
John Bodger (Chair), Christine Sutherland (Secretary), Philip Sturgess (Treasurer), Chris Cant, Lucy Teather, Geoff Rockliffe-King, Peter Simpson, Malcolm Carruthers
Members:
Joan Robinson, Andy Lloyd
Apologies:
Tania Barnes, Jaki Bell, Nigel Jenkins, Lynn Barnes
ADMIN
Finance update (Philip)
Current total: £5,224.18. The gardening fund currently stands at £2,251.06 and the Repair café fund at £74.46. Approximately £1,000 is invested in Eden Credit Union and £110 in the Paypal account, a small amount of cash is held and the rest is in the current and deposit accounts with the Unity Bank.
£12.46 remains allocated to the litter project grant – it was agreed that this could be re-allocated as a contribution towards insurance. There is £12.41 left of the refill project grant – Philip will discuss this with Jaki.

It was agreed that people attending events on behalf of PACT should claim their travel expenses.

CO-HOUSING (Andy and Lucy) 

Lengthy discussion. Useful information from Andy re different types of set-up. Lucy is visiting different projects to evaluate options. It was suggested that she could write a letter to the Herald to try to form a group of like-minded people to work on setting up a scheme locally. Possibly combining community housing with community gardening.
Andy will talk to Eden Housing Association via Malcolm. Various people were suggested for Lucy to talk to.

UPDATES
EDC Waste / Recycling Scrutiny Committee Meeting 24 October (Chris Cant)
Chris, Geoff, Jon and Jaki asked questions. EDC constrained by finance but are evaluating options. Considering bringing waste and recycling back in-house. Chris will circulate
requests for further questions for next time.
Malcolm suggested Alba Proteins could build an anaerobic digester to digest food waste and produce electricity.
Suggested he could send this idea to Jane Langston at EDC.
Plastics Community Workshop event at Lancaster University, 4 November: John, Geoff, Lucy and Caroline Heathfield attended. Interesting but nothing exciting to pass on.
Grow More Veg project proposal (Chris)

Chris has submitted the idea to CAfS for the Zero Carbon Cumbria project. All submissions will be evaluated in January, final submission in March.

Repair cafes (Chris)
Still going well. Received a donation of £50 for PACT and £50 for the community gardeners.

Community Gardeners (Joan)
They need to replace the raised beds at the Salvation Army. Hoping to install ‘happy to chat’ benches at the SA and Methodists Church – applying to EDC for a grant for £1,300. Earlier grant application to Newcastle BS failed. Meanwhile selling cards and seeds eg at Penrith station.
Congratulations to Joan and all the hard-working community gardeners for their success in the Britain in Bloom 2019 awards! They got a Gold award, a wilding award for the nature reserve and a special community involvement award!

https://www.cumbriacrack.com/2019/10/26/cumbria-success-in-rhs-britain-in-bloom-competition/
FUTURE EVENTS
Networking Day at Rydal Hall for Cumbrian sustainability groups
Now to be held on Saturday 13th June 2020.
January Social – Friday 31st January.
Penrith Parish Centre Coffee shop and Bluejam Folk Band (both now booked)

Joan – Cumbria quiz? Catering by ‘Simple Goodness’ ? – Christine to ask them.
AOB
2014 film – recommended by Andy and others. Will be available on DVD soon. Ali Ross is asking Penrith Alhambra to show it. See https://whatsyour2040.com/
Hitchhiking point in Shap.  Jaki and Chris are hoping to set up an app and a hitchhiking meeting point to encourage people to share transport.
NEXT MEETING

Next meeting will be on Wednesday 5th February, 7.30pm at Peter Simpson’s, 4 Carleton Terrace, Penrith, CA11 8LR
