PACT meeting – Wednesday 6th March 2019
7.30pm at Peter Simpson’s, 4 Carleton Terrace, Penrith

Present: 

Directors:
John Bodger (Chair), Christine Sutherland (Secretary), Geoff Rockliffe-King, Lucy Teather, Malcolm Carruthers, Peter Simpson, Virginia Taylor
Members:
Graham Exton, Jaki Bell, Joan Robinson, Nigel Jenkins, Philip Sturgess
Apologies:
Bill White (Treasurer), Chris Cant
Previous minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted – proposed by Virginia, seconded by Malcolm, all agreed.
New member

Philip Sturgess had applied for membership and was accepted.
Finance

Philip had offered to become our Treasurer to replace Bill.  It was proposed by Malcolm, seconded by John and agreed by all that we appoint Philip as a Director and as Treasurer from April 1st 2019 (the end of the accounting year being 31st March).

Eden Credit Union

We agree that the signatories for this account should now be Philip Sturgess, John Bodger, Christine Sutherland and Virginia Taylor. There are four signatories and any two can sign. We ask Bill to forward the necessary forms to Philip or Christine.

Unity Bank

We agree that the signatories for this account should be Philip Sturgess, John Bodger, Christine Sutherland and Chris Cant. There are four signatories and any two can sign. We ask Bill to forward the necessary forms to Philip or Christine.

We agree the following resolution for the Unity Trust Bank:

(1) The amendments to the Mandate for the operation of the bank account(s), payment instructions and banking services be approved and be provided to the Bank by persons authorised to do so in accordance with the Bank's procedures and the Mandate;

(2) The Bank is entitled to rely upon the amended Mandate until it receives a later Mandate amending it, and the Bank is entitled to rely on instructions given by any person named in Section 3 and may disclose any information relating to the account to any such person;

(3) The Bank is under no duty to make enquiries before acting on the instruction of any person named in Section 3;

(4) The Bank will be notified in writing of any changes to the organisation as per the terms and conditions of the account.

where Section 3 names Philip Sturgess, John Bodger, Christine Sutherland and Chris Cant.

info@penrithact.org.uk

Currently John, Christine, Chris, Nigel, Jaki and Bill receive emails sent to this address. We agree that Philip will replace Bill, all others were happy to continue.

EVENTS
Seedy Saturday and Gardening Give & Take: Salvation Army Hall, Hunter Lane, Penrith. 
This Saturday: 9th March 10 – 12.

Also Repair Café this Saturday at the Old Fire Station.
Mayday – Monday 6th May (Jaki)
Jaki will book a place for us and will have information about the refill scheme, Plastic Clever Penrith and Climate emergency declarations to display. John, Geoff, Philip, Christine and Peter offered to help.
Trees workshop- Saturday 6th June, Keswick (Joan)
The Extraordinary Capabilities of Trees – flyer attached. This is a full-day course but it is hoped that it might be possible to arrange for the speaker to give an evening lecture as well.
Film screenings

Christine suggested that we might arrange a screening of the film ‘Tomorrow’ which shows lots of different groups around the world doing positive things for the environment. CAfS showed this at Alston a few years ago. Virginia will investigate whether this could be shown at the Alhambra and whether this could be one of a series of films. It was felt that PACT should be prepared to underwrite the cost of this.
Local elections – Green Hustings

There will be local elections on May 2nd. We would like to invite the leaders of the various groups in Penrith Town Council and Eden District Council to a hustings session so that the public can ask them about their green credentials. Geoff will organise and chair this event. 

UPDATES
Penrith Neighbourhood plan (John)
John encouraged all those who have received the summary of the Neighbourhood Plan to give feedback before 1st April. A lot of work had gone into trying to build sustainability into the plan and positive feedback would help to endorse this. Jaki will pass this message on through social media.
Water bottling plant 
Many of us had objected to this proposal, however it is going to the planning committee next week and has been recommended for approval.
Plastic Clever Penrith (Jaki)

Penrith Town Council, encouraged by Doug Lawson (Green councilor) along with Penrith BID and others are starting a campaign to encourage businesses to reduce single-use plastic. They plan to survey current use and volunteers will be needed for this. Jaki will use the newsletter to ask for volunteers.
Litter project (Joan)
This is now completed and all bills paid. Highways should be putting up the children’s anti-litter signs around Penrith before the end of the financial year.
Film-making course

CAfS ran a film-making course today, to encourage people to use film as a tool for awareness-raising. They offered a place to PACT which Lucy made use of.

CLIMATE EMERGENCY etc
Carlisle City Council adopted a Climate Emergency motion last night committing to cut carbon emissions.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/47473198
A paper petition calling on EDC to pass a similar resolution was passed round. EDC do not accept on-line petitions.

There will be a Climate Emergency conference in Lancaster on Friday 29th March – John plans to go.
Paul Allen’s talk on 16th Feb was very well-attended and informative as always.
John and Nigel attended the Extinction Rebellion meeting last Monday.

NEW PROJECTS AND IDEAS
Community gardeners (Joan)
1
St Catherine’s School: The gardening club there which has been going since 2006 needs to replace the boards in their raised beds. Joan for the community gardeners will apply to CCC for a grant for £800 and further funding from the Town Council. We agree that this should be done in PACT’s name and managed through the PACT bank account. The project will be completed at Easter with the help of parents, the school will cover liability.
2
The Salvation Army need to replace bed boards and also need some new tools. Penrith Town Council has offered funding so Joan will submit a grant application though the work may not be done until next winter. Again we are happy that this should be managed through PACT.

3
Two sycamore trees near to the polytunnel are due to be felled, also the plastic will need replacing. However funding should not need to be sought via PACT.

Tree planting (Peter)

Peter wants PACT to plant more trees, in addition to those being planted by the community gardeners at Fairhill and those being planted at Appleby. He was asked to bring a proposal back to a future meeting: where to obtain suitable trees (Woodland Trust?) and where to plant them including obtaining permission. It was suggested that obtaining permission would probably depend on having people in place to maintain the trees. Virginia told us that there is a field of 10-year-old oak trees at Newton Rigg which might be suitable.

Resourceful Communities

https://news.cumbria.gov.uk/News/2019/councillaunchesresourcefulcommunitiesproject.aspx
We took part in the trial project for this a few years ago. There was no current enthusiasm for doing it again at the moment.

Green outreach and networking

1
We discussed whether we should encourage the Herald to have a Green Page once a month instead of different groups submitting pieces as and when which are scattered throughout the paper. It was felt that it would take a lot of organising which we are not able to do, and would not necessarily be beneficial. Jaki submits a regular piece which stands out clearly. 
2
Jaki suggested that we should try to support other group’s events, such as the Cockermouth Green Festival. he will keep us informed of events.
3
Lucy asked for advice about engaging with people in Appleby regarding possible local projects such as installing hydroelectric on the weir and recycling furniture. It was suggested that she should call a meeting there and see what interest there is locally. Hopefully some of us might go and support her.

NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 1st May 2019, 7.30pm at Geoff Rockliffe-King’s, White Gables, Wordsworth Street, Penrith.
Finance update 

Current funds

Gardening Fund 
£1028.72

Refill Grant Fund 
£112.57

Repair Café Fund 
£109.46

Litter Campaign Fund 
£12.46

Total designated funds 
£1365.06
General Fund 
£3907.67

Total funds 
£5272.73

 

Held as

Cash 
£11.00
PayPal 
£101.85

Unity c/a 
£520.93

Unity d/a 
£3637.97

Eden CU 
£1000.98

Total
 £5272.73

