PACT meeting – Wednesday 25th March 2020

7.30pm via Zoom
Present: 
Directors:
John Bodger (Chair), Christine Sutherland (Secretary), 


Chris Cant, Lucy Teather, Geoff Rockliffe-King

Members:
Jaki Bell, Nigel Jenkins
Chair for this evening:  Jaki Bell

1. Apologies

Malcolm Carruthers, Peter Simpson, Philip Sturgess (Treasurer), Tania Barnes, Lynn Barnes, Joan Robinson (later)
2. Declarations of interest
Chris Cant declared that he might potentially have a financial interest in the ZCC project later on.
3. Minutes of last meeting
Agreed as correct. Proposed by John , seconded by Chris.
4. Reports circulated in advance

Finance

Repair café

Eden Community Fund

Penrith Town Council’s Climate Action Group

Hitchhiking point in Shap

Gardening group

Zero Carbon Cumbria Partnership

Long Grass for Nature

Appleby Heritage Centre

5. PACT admin

a) New member

We accepted Tracey Moran into membership 

b) Zero Carbon Cumbria Partnership 
The board formally approved the documents circulated by email and submitted in the last few days. It was suggested that the PACT co-ordinator role might be better described as a facilitator. This will be a one day a week role, for 5 years, which would be best fulfilled by a self-employed person, possibly appointed for one year at a time, not necessarily the same person for the whole five years. Huge thanks were expressed to Chris for pulling this all together.
c) Appleby Edibles
It was confirmed that Appleby Edibles is not formally a PACT or Garden of Eden project, it was formed independently and has its own management committee (Lucy is chair). There are of course overlaps between our interests and we are happy to have a link to Appleby Edibles on the PACT website.

Appleby Edibles is working with the Oaklea Trust and Appleby Town Council and hopes to become part of an Eden-wide project re food-growing.
6. Coronavirus

a) The implications of Coronavirus on PACT's current projects and events. 
Repair cafes, Freegle give and take events, Green drinks, are all cancelled for the time being. The fruit and veg workshop in April is postponed. We can offer (virtual) support to Penrith Town Council and EDC re their ongoing sustainability planning as needed. The long grass project can continue without any visits to gardens but continuing advertising and posting photos etc on-line. https://penrithact.org.uk/long-grass-for-nature
b) Are there opportunities for PACT to add value in our community in its response to Coronavirus? 
We could share ideas and tips on growing food at home, growing salad on the windowsill, making meals out of simple ingredients. Videos of how to plant seeds etc. Things to do at home to help the environment eg making bird boxes. Tutorials on how to repair things at home. Jaki will send an email round to collect ideas about ways of doing this and what we could include.
c) What support do PACT members need, due to Coronavirus?
None currently known but when Christine sends the minutes out she will ask people to let us know. 
7. Topics listed in 4 above if there’s anything that needs discussion
All public events will be on hold until July at least.

Penrith Town Council – we could offer a Zoom meeting. Jaki will contact Viv Tunnadine.
8. AOB

Introduction to Permaculture weekend course to be run by Lucy with Mark Shipperlee – might be held at Appleby Heritage Centre end of July/August, maybe also at Eden Arts or Vista Veg?
9. Date and arrangements for next meeting

We agree to meet monthly for the time being. The next meeting will be on Wednesday April 22nd, 7.30pm using Zoom. To be chaired by Jaki.
We need to see whether we can assist other board members to participate in Zoom meetings. We could possibly obtain a couple of second-hand computers if that would help, or they could join using a mobile phone. Christine will contact them to discuss their needs. Anyone needing technical help to get onto Zoom can contact Chris.
Links for the next meeting:

Topic: PACT Get Together April part one
Time: Apr 22, 2020 07:30 PM London
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/779046206
Meeting ID: 779 046 206

 

Topic: PACT Get Together April part two

Time: Apr 22, 2020 08:15 PM London
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/717805276
Meeting ID: 717 805 276

